Encapsulated columnar-cell carcinoma of the thyroid: a case report.
Columnar-cell carcinoma is a rare form of papillary thyroid carcinoma. It is a biologically aggressive variant, according to the World Health Organization classification, due to its rapid growth, high local recurrence rate, and frequent lung, brain, and bone metastases. However, recent reports indicate encapsulated tumors confined to the thyroid gland are associated with a more favorable prognosis. We report a case of encapsulated columnar-cell carcinoma occurring in the right lobe of the thyroid in a 25-year-old female and discuss the histopathologic features, differential diagnosis, and prognostic factors.